
Even though it is easy to find resources on the Internet such as images, music, texts etc., these resources are most 

likely protected by copyright. This document contains a list of image resources to pay attention to in relation to 

copyright and how to find open licensed images.  

 

Images found on Google: If nothing else is stated then the image will be protected by copyright - even 
if the ©-sign doesn’t appear. To avoid potential infringement, the 
originator/copyright holder must give her/his consent before the image is 
used. 
 

Creative Commons tool in 
Google: 

In Google it is possible to use a tool so only images with a Creative 
Commons license appear as search results. The six Creative Commons 
licenses permit more open use than default copyright (all rights reserved) 
permit. Read about the licenses and license terms.  
 
How to use the CC tool: 

 
 

Images from subscription 
journal articles and books 
– both physical and 
electronic: 

Images from journal articles and books are protected by copyright and may 
not be used without permission from the copyright holder. In academic 
literature it is common that the copyright is held by the publisher. Therefore 
consent must be given by the publisher before an image is used. 
 

Images from open access 
journal articles and 
books: 

Images from open access journal articles and books are available under 
Creative Commons licenses. On each resource a license will be stated and 
clarify under what terms the resource may be used.  
 
Example of an open access article: 
 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/?lang=en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/?lang=en


 
 
Images included in CC licensed works are covered by the same licenses as 
the works, unless something else is stated. The image from the article above 
(Figure 1: Dog Meat for Consumption for Sale at a Market in Hanoi, Viet 
Nam) is licensed with the same license as the article: Creative Commons 
Attribution License  

 

Image resources that can be used without consent from copyright holder. In most cases, attribution must be 

provided: 

- Unsplash – database with open licensed photos in high resolution 

- Pixabay - high quality open licensed images  

- Open I - biomedical images with CC licenses applied 

- MedPix® - online database of medical images 

- CC Search – search engine for images, music and media in public domain or with a CC license 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://unsplash.com/license
https://pixabay.com/
https://openi.nlm.nih.gov/
https://medpix.nlm.nih.gov/home
https://search.creativecommons.org/

